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could ever be expected from negotiation, tame at
least would be gained; and time, in fact, was every
thing. This resolution was formed early in De-
cember ; and in furtherance of it, Mr. Wauchope
was directed, on the arrival of the envoy from
Bhopal, to call upon him, in the first instance, to ex-
hibit proofs of the independence of the principality.
All these matters remained in suspense the
whole of the ensuing January; during which
time, the Nuwab gave out that he was under
British protection, addressing letters to the com-
mandants of the two subsidiary forces in the Duk-
hun, and to other British authorities, as if en-
gagements had been actually signed and executed.
At the end of January, he addressed a letter to
Mr. Wauchope, informing him that his Dehlee
agent had returned and acquainted him with all
that had passed; that his vakeel should accord-
ingly set off for Banda as soon as the Mohurrum*
was over. No vakeel, however, was despatched
before the 18th of March, or appeared at Banda
until the 5th of April. It was positively ascer-
tained that the Nuwab, satisfied of his security
from the steps already taken by the Governor-
general, imagined he might now look about for

* The sacred month in which the Koran was written: the
first ten days of the month are kept as a season of mourning
throughout Hindoostan, in memory of the unfortunate expe-
dition of Hoo?ein, the son of Ulee.